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in uniform should be respected and sup-
ported 100 percent of the time, take a look 
at my agenda. 

If you’re struggling to get into the middle 
class and you feel like you’re paying plenty 
of taxes, take a look at my agenda. If you’re 
a small-business owner who is trying to ex-
pand your job base and are worried about 
excessive lawsuits, increasing taxes, and 
over-regulation, take a look at this agenda. 

And finally, if you believe in the power 
of faith and compassion to defeat violence 
and despair and hopelessness, I hope you 
take a look at where I stand. 

You see, I believe in my heart that the 
Republican Party, the party of Lincoln and 
Frederick Douglass, is not complete with-
out the perspective and support and con-
tribution of African Americans. 

And I believe in my heart that the poli-
cies and actions of this administration, poli-
cies that empower individuals and help 
communities, that lift up free enterprise 
and respect and honor the family, those 

policies are good for the Nation as a whole. 
That’s what I believe. And I’m here to 
thank you for giving me a chance to come 
and express those beliefs. 

I’m proud to be with an organization that 
does so good—so much good for the Amer-
ican people. I’m honored that your chair-
man would extend an invitation to me. 
Thanks for coming. And may God bless 
you, and may God continue to bless the 
country.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:35 a.m. at 
the Detroit Marriott Renaissance Hotel. In 
his remarks, he referred to Marc H. Morial, 
president and chief executive officer, Na-
tional Urban League; Michael J. Critelli, 
chairman, and Charles M. Collins, senior vice 
chairman, National Urban League Board of 
Trustees; Mayor Kwame M. Kilpatrick of 
Detroit, MI; Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Sr., 
founder and president, Rainbow/PUSH Coa-
lition; and Secretary-General Kofi Annan of 
the United Nations. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting the Executive Order 
Blocking Property of Certain Persons and Prohibiting the Importation of 
Certain Goods From Liberia 
July 23, 2004 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Consistent with subsection 204(b) of the 

International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(b) (IEEPA), I hereby 
report that I have issued an Executive 
Order (the ‘‘order’’) in which, in view of 
United Nations Security Council Resolu-
tions 1521 of December 22, 2003, and 1532 
of March 12, 2004, I declared a national 
emergency with respect to the threat to 
the foreign policy of the United States con-
stituted by certain actions, policies, and cir-
cumstances with respect to Liberia. These 
actions, policies, and circumstances include 
the undermining of Liberia’s transition to 
democracy and the orderly development of 

its political, administrative, and economic 
institutions and resources by former Libe-
rian President Charles Taylor and other 
persons, in particular their unlawful deple-
tion of Liberian resources and their re-
moval from Liberia and secreting of Libe-
rian funds and property. These actions, 
policies, and circumstances also include the 
lack of universal implementation through-
out Liberia of the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement signed on August 18, 2003, and 
the related ceasefire. Finally, these actions, 
policies, and circumstances include the link 
between the illicit trade in round logs and 
timber products and the proliferation of 
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and trafficking in illegal arms, which per-
petuate the Liberian conflict and fuel and 
exacerbate other conflicts throughout West 
Africa.

To address this threat, I ordered that, 
except to the extent provided in section 
203(b)(1), (3), and (4) of IEEPA (50 U.S.C. 
1702(b)(1), (3), and (4)), or regulations, or-
ders, directives, or licenses that may be 
issued pursuant to the order, all property 
and interests in property of the persons 
listed in the annex to the order or any 
person determined by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary 
of State, to meet the criteria set forth in 
section 1(a)(ii) of the order, are blocked. 

I further ordered that, except to the ex-
tent provided in regulations, orders, direc-

tives, or licenses that may be issued pursu-
ant to the order, the direct or indirect im-
portation into the United States of any 
round log or timber product originating in 
Liberia is prohibited. 

I have enclosed a copy of the order, 
which became effective at 12:01 a.m. east-
ern daylight time on July 23, 2004. 

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. The Executive order of 
July 22 is listed in Appendix D at the end 
of this volume. 

The President’s Radio Address 
July 24, 2004 

Good morning. This week, the inde-
pendent Commission on the September the 
11th attacks issued its final report. I appre-
ciate the hard work of the Commission over 
the past 20 months. They have produced 
a serious and comprehensive report, and 
I welcome their recommendations. 

Indeed, we have already put into action 
many of the steps now recommended by 
the Commission, and we will carefully ex-
amine all the Commission’s ideas on how 
we can improve our ongoing efforts to pro-
tect America and to prevent another attack. 

The events of September the 11th, 2001, 
dramatically demonstrated the threats of a 
new era. In the nearly 3 years since the 
attacks, we have waged a steady, relentless, 
determined war on terrorists. We’re fight-
ing them in foreign lands so we do not 
have to face them here in America, and 
we are taking unprecedented steps to de-
fend the homeland. Since September 2001, 
America and our allies have captured or 
killed thousands of terrorists, removed ter-

rorist regimes in Afghanistan and Iraq, con-
vinced Libya to give up its weapons of mass 
destruction, and put the world’s most dan-
gerous nuclear trading network out of busi-
ness. We’re chasing down terrorist enemies 
abroad and within our own borders. 

On the homefront, we have dismantled 
terrorist cells and prosecuted terrorist sup-
porters from California to Florida to Massa-
chusetts. As the Chairman of the 9/11 
Commission, Tom Kean, said this week, 
‘‘We are safer today than we were on 
9/11.’’ But as Governor Kean also noted, 
‘‘The danger to America has not passed.’’ 
In a vast, free society such as ours, there 
is no such thing as perfect security. And 
no matter how good our defenses are, a 
determined enemy can still strike us. Yet 
all Americans can be certain our Govern-
ment is using every resource and techno-
logical advantage we have to prevent future 
attacks.

We have created a new Department of 
Homeland Security with a single mission, 
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